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Recent Oregon Topics

by Barry Duell

1) Rare Ice Storm Affects Oregon

Snow and ice conditions became so severe in the Willamette Valley by January 6
that Portland International Airport was closed for three days. Likewise,
Portland's streetcar service became unable to move. Schools in Portland, Salem,
and other cities were also closed during the week since it was too hazardous for
children to go to school. Due to icy tree limbs falling on power lines, and other
circumstances, tens of thousands of people in Oregon were without power for hours,
or in some cases, for days.

This storm was very unusual for Oregon. More usual winter weather is light rain,
and sometimes light snow.

2) Direct Flights Resume Between Narita Airport and Portland, Oregon

From June 10, it will again be possible to fly directly from Narita Airport to
Portland, Oregon. Some of you may have flown on Delta Airlines when this route
operated between 1987 and 2001. Recently, to go to Oregon, it has been necessary
to fly via another West Coast city such as Seattle, Washington, or San Francisco,
California. However, Northwest Airlines will reconnect Portland to Japan from
June 10.

United Airlines was the first airline to offer direct service from Portland to Japan.
That convenience began in 1983, but was dropped after several years.

Having direct flights to Oregon makes Kawagoe-Salem sister city exchanges a little
bit easier. Personally, I'm looking forward to that service as way to more easily
visit my home state. May the service last long.
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